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3rd OECD Roundtable on the Circular Economy in 

Cities and Regions 

Challenges and opportunities post-COVID-19 

 

Tuesday, 18 May 2021 | 14h00-16h30 (CEST) 

Wednesday, 19 May 2021 | 10h00-12h30 (CEST) 

 

The 3rd Roundtable on the Circular Economy in Cities and Regions will bring together key 
stakeholders from cities, regions, national governments, the private sector, civil society, 
academia, philanthropy and international organisations to: 

 
 Launch a new OECD report: “The Circular Economy in Granada, Spain”. 

 
 Share and discuss lessons from ongoing policy dialogues with Glasgow (United 

Kingdom), Tallinn (Estonia) and Ireland, within the OECD Programme on the Circular 
Economy in Cities and Regions. 

 
 Take stock of the challenges and opportunities of COVID-19 recovery programmes 

for the transition to a circular economy in cities and regions. 

 
 Learn from peers about how the circular economy is linked to global blue and green 

agendas in cities and regions, and how to accelerate the implementation of these 
agendas ahead of international events such as COP26. 

 
 Advance the measurement agenda of the circular economy in cities and regions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
3rd OECD Roundtable on the Circular 

Economy in Cities and Regions 

18-19 May 2021 



2 
 

 
 

18 May: 14.00 – 16.30 CEST 
From a sectoral to a systemic approach: how the circular economy can 

accelerate the blue and green economy in cities and regions 

This session will explore how cities and regions can link blue and green agendas following circular economy 
principles, in order to enhance material efficiency, close loops, and regenerate natural systems. The OECD 
case study on the Circular Economy in Granada, Spain, has shown that water-related initiatives can push for more 
holistic strategies towards the circular economy transition. In addition, the OECD case study on the Circular 
Economy in Glasgow, United Kingdom, host of the COP26 in November 2021, highlights how the circular 
economy can help achieve carbon neutrality objectives. 

14.00-15.30 Linking the blue and circular economy in cities and regions 

14.00-14.05 

14.05-14.25 

Welcome and introductory remarks 

Launch of the OECD report “The Circular Economy in Granada, Spain” (20 min) 

 Ms. Lamia Kamal-Chaoui, Director, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions 

and Cities (CFE), OECD 

 Mr. Luis González Ruiz, Deputy Mayor of the City of Granada, Spain 

14.25-15.10 Panel discussion (45 min) 

Moderator: Oriana Romano, Head of Unit, Water Governance and Circular Economy, Centre 
for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities (CFE), OECD 

 Mr. Teodoro Estrela, Director, Directorate General for Water, Ministry for the 

Ecological Transition and the Demographic Challenge, Spain 

 Mr. Sergio I. Campos G., Water and Sanitation Division Chief, Inter-American 

Development Bank (IDB) 

 Ms. Desireé Marín, Head, Sustainability Department, CETaqua (Water Technology 
Cenre), SUEZ Spain 

 Ms. Cristina Arango, Director, Bogotá Water and Sewage Agency (EAAB), 

Colombia 

Key questions for discussion: 

 What are the opportunities to make water more circular? 

 How to move from a sectoral to a holistic approach that can benefit the urban fabric? 

 What is the role of local leadership, mayors and stakeholders in linking the blue and 

the circular agendas? 

15.10-15.30 Q&A and wrap up (20 min) 

15.30-16.30 Linking the green and circular economy in cities and regions towards COP26 

 
 
 

15.30-15.40 

Moderator: Mr. Tadashi Matsumoto, Head of Unit, Sustainable Development and Global 
Relations, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities (CFE), OECD 

Keynote speech (10 min) 

 Mr. Ken Webster, Director, International Society for Circular Economy, IS4CE 
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15.40-15.50 Spotlight on the Circular Economy in Glasgow, United Kingdom (10 min) 

 Mr. Ander Eizaguirre, Junior Policy Analyst, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, 

Regions and Cities (CFE), OECD 

15.50-16.20 Panel discussion (30 min) 

 Ms. Anna Richardson, Councillor for Sustainability and Carbon Reduction, City of 

Glasgow, United Kingdom 

 Ms. Burcu Tuncer, Head of Circular Development, ICLEI 

 Ms Patricia Iglecias, President of the Environmental Company of the State of São 

Paulo (CETESB) 

 Mr. James Pennington, Lead, Circular Economy, World Economic Forum 

Key questions for discussion 

 How can the circular economy contribute to achieve a climate-neutral economy? 

 What is the role of cities and regions in the transition to a circular and carbon neutral 
economy? 

 How to further raise the profile of local action in the circular economy towards 
COP26? 

16.20-16.30 Q&A and wrap up (10 min) 

 
 
 

19 May: 10.00 – 12.30 CEST 
From global to local: closing loops in green recovery plans and measuring 

progress in cities and regions 

The COVID-19 crisis highlighted the unsustainable nature of certain environmental and social trends and led to 
a reconsideration of current production and consumption patterns, including for mobility, material use and food. 
Several national governments are adopting green recovery initiatives, but the role of cities in these strategies and 
the extent to which these packages will drive the circular economy remain unclear. 

Building on OECD case studies on the circular economy at the national (Ireland) and local (Canada, Estonia) level, 
the session will discuss the role of cities and regions within COVID-19 recovery plans and how they can establish 
a governance system that enables the circular transition and helps measure progress. 

10.00-11.30 Closing loops in green recovery plans at national, regional and local level 

 

 
10.00-10.10 

Moderator: Ms. Aziza Akhmouch, Head of the Cities, Urban Policies and Sustainable 
Development Division, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities (CFE), OECD 

Keynote speech (10 min) 

 Ms. Rozalina Petrova, Member of the Cabinet of the EU Commissioner for 

Environment, Oceans and Fisheries Virginijus Sinkevičius 

10.10-10.20 Spotlight on the Circular Economy in Ireland (10 min) 

 Mr. Andrea Accorigi, Policy Analyst, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions 

and Cities (CFE), OECD 
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10.20-11.05 Panel discussion (45 min) 

 Mr. Philip Nugent, Assistant Secretary General, Natural Resources and Waste, 

Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications, Ireland 

 Mr. Mihail Kõlvart, Mayor of the City of Tallinn, Estonia 

 Ms. Laura D'Aprile, Director General, Directorate-General for the Circular Economy, 

Ministry of Ecological Transition, Italy 

 Ms. Brigitte Mouligneau, Transition Manager, Circular Economy at Circular Flanders, 

Belgium 

Key questions for discussion 

 How does the circular economy feature in green recovery plans at local, national, 
regional and global levels? 

 How can multi-level governance and coordination help implement such plans 
effectively? 

 What tools can cities and regions make available to stakeholders to transition to a 
circular economy as part of their recovery plans? 

11.05-11.30 Q&A and wrap up (25 min) 

11.30-12.30 Circular cities and regions: how to measure progress 

 
 

11.30-11.40 

Moderator: Mr. Stefano Marta, Coordinator, Territorial Approach to SDG, Centre for 
Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities (CFE), OECD 

Keynote speech (10 min) 

 Mr. Janez Potočnik, Co-Chair of the International Resource Panel  

11.40-11.50 Presentation of the OECD Scoreboard on the Governance of the Circular Economy in 
cities and regions (10 min) 

 Ms. Oriana Romano, Head of Unit, Water Governance and Circular Economy, Centre 

for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities (CFE), OECD 

11.50-12.15 Panel discussion (25 min) 

 Ms. Josée Chiasson, Director of Economic Development, City of Montreal, Canada 

 Ms. Naomi Clarke, Sustainability and Climate Change Officer, Dundee City Council, 

United Kingdom 

 Mr. Jarkko Havas, Lead, Insights & Analysis, Ellen MacArthur Foundation 

Key questions for discussion 

 How can cities and regions use available monitoring and evaluation tools to advance 
their circular transitions? 

 What is needed to guide effective decision-making and evaluation of circular economy 
policies at different levels? 

 What are the main obstacles to evaluation? 

12.15-12.25 Discussant (10 min) 

 Mr. Peter Börkey, Principal Administrator, Environment Directorate, OECD 

12.25-12.30 Q&A and next steps (5 min) 

 


